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 The Pharisees asked Jesus, “Why do your disciples not live according to the 
traditions of the elders?”    It is a question that continues to be asked in different ways 
as we grow into the electronic age.  Nowadays, many of us of a certain age, have to get 
grandchildren to instruct us on how to turn on a television. We get emails, instant mes-
sages, twitter, and tweets. We have ‘Smart” phones that can do everything but cook for 
us.  The lines that used to carry all this information is now thinner, and I mean thinner, 
than a hair on our head and getting thinner. There are those who wonder if there will be 
books, as we know them, by the end of our life here on earth. 
             Our forbearers survived the Paleolithic, Mesolithic, and Neolithic, otherwise 
known as the "old stone," "middle stone", and "new stone" ages. Since then, humanity 
has grown through the Iron Age, the Industrial Age, the Steam Age, the age of the com-
bustion engine, and the Plastic age. We have grown into the Nuclear Age, the Space 
Age and the Electronic Age. 
    What fascinates me as I teach the Hebrew Scripture is that while we may live 
in better caves, drive better chariots, we really have not changed that much from our 
ancestors. Yes, we have changed the rules, we have divided people into “primitive” and 
‘civilized.” We have divided people into the “haves’ and the “have-nots;” those who 
own property and those who rent it. With the onset of television, we have lost our dis-
tinctive speech patterns. 
              No. We do not live according to the traditions of the elders. We are divided 
between those who desperately want to hold on to the “good old days” and those who 
would throw the baby out with the bathwater. 
               In this ever-changing world the only constant, as someone once said, is 
“Change.” We may not like it, we may not agree with it, but we can’t stop it. Life 
changes, evolves, and sooner or later we will adapt to it and make it part of who we are 
or become left behind. 
                In our church, the printed newspaper is becoming a thing of the past. Soon it 
will be a monthly newsmagazine, then a quarterly, then biyearly and then vanish as we 
look to the [Episcopal news. godknowswhat] for our information.   
          All these changes pale in comparison to the Resurrection experience; the new life 
that takes over as we let go of our old ways, die to ourselves, and rise with Christ in that 
annual Easter Moment which we celebrate. It is no wonder that we sing Alleluia, Alle-
luia, Alleluia, as we let go of our need to control, to be in charge, etc., and let God’s 
will become ours. We change because God is calling us to use the new ways of being in 
which to reflect the love of God within us and in the world around us. 
               Arise! Let us go forth in the name of Christ! Let us go into the world to love 
and serve God in the newness of the Easter Moment, let us sing Glory be to God as we 
see the world through the eyes of the Resurrected Lord. This is the day the Lord has 
made, let us be glad and rejoice in it.   
                  Every year, month, week, day, hour, moment second, nano second (there’s a 
change) life changes within and outside of us. God does not change but is present with 
us within the changes. Let us be co-creators with God of ongoing changing and a better 
world in which to live. Amen. Alleluia. Peace & blessings for a Happy Easter. 
                                          Séamus. 
  



 
Since the mid 1990’s it has become somewhat fashionable to mention the phrase, “It 
takes a village….”  It is an uplifting experience for us at the Day School to see all the 
involvement of people from Saint John’s Church in helping to maintain the Day 
School grounds and facilities.  When you look better, you just feel better, and many 
areas of the Day School are definitely “looking better.” 
April 12 through April 17 is Arkansas’ Children’s Week.  This year’s theme is 
Healthy Choices for Better Beginnings.  We will celebrate with our children all that 
week.  Monday, April 12, will be funny hat day.  Tuesday is picnic day.  Wednesday 
is a visit from Ronald McDonald.  Thursday is Guest Reader Day.  While we do have 
some volunteer readers for that day, hearty souls who do not mind getting on the floor with the children 
and sharing stories, we would love to have more.  If you are interested, please call the Day School.  Fri-
day, April 16, will be the Saint Jude Trike-a-Thon.  The children ride the tricycles around the tricycle 
path to help raise money for Saint Jude’s Hospital.  Saturday, April 17, the Junior Auxiliary is sponsor-
ing a Children’s Fest on Lake Harrison.  All area child care centers have been encouraged to participate 
by having some type of child involvement activity.  Saint John’s will be sponsoring a bean bag toss.  We 
will have informational brochures on our program as well as information on our 2010 School Age Sum-
mer Camp available. 
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 On Monday, April 5, St John’s Episcopal Church Women invite 
you to join Mary Miller, St Paul’s Episcopal Church Fayetteville, as 
she leads us on a spiritual walk in the Master Gardener daffodil 
labyrinth. The labyrinth is located between the Harrison Chamber of 
Commerce and Senior Center.  A “picnic fare” potluck will be at 
6:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall, we will then carpool to the labyrinth. 
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The following gifts were funded by the Episcopal Church Women:   
$650 - two Robert R. Brown scholarships at Camp Mitchell  (a camp for special needs adults) with 

two campers recommended. 
$200 – Diosesan ECW 
$150 – Time for Joy Scholarship ( a get away Camp Mitchell weekend for young women) 
$100 – Brad Harris Medical fund 

Thank you notes have been received from grateful college young people for the “Valentine Goodie 
Boxes”. 
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 Dalia Garrison, 19, daughter of Dolly Garrison, and sister of Ethen, recently won the title of Miss North Central Arkan-
sas.  The pageant covers an eight county area, and is a preliminary to the Miss Arkansas pageant.   Contestants compete in inter-
view, evening gown, swimsuit, on stage question, and talent.  Dalia won the interview and talent portion of the competition as well 
as the overall title. 
 Contestants are also required to have a ‘platform’ that they plan to promote if selected.  Dalia’s platform is “Building 
Families through Adoption.”  She discussed her resume and platform during the ten-minute interview before the judges.  When 
asked why she chose this platform, she answered that it was dear to her heart because she was one of the millions of children born 
in third world countries who had little chance of being adopted before her adoptive mother took her.  Dolly had worked for five 
years placing 12 children from Santa Cruz, Bolivia, directly from birth mothers to American families, before she accepted the last 
child, Dalia, into her family. 
 Dalia is one of three international children adopted by Dolly and her late husband, Charles.  In addition, they had two 
biological sons.  In 2008, Dolly also adopted Ethen, her grandchild, as a single parent.  Four months after Dalia’s arrival, Charles 
died suddenly, so Dolly raised the three younger children alone. 
 Because Dalia grew up in a family of both biological and adoptive siblings, she knows first-hand what it is like to belong 
to a forever family.  She feels gratitude that she has had so many opportunities growing up in this country, and she feels committed 
to promoting adoption so that other children may have the love and care they need to reach their full potential. 
 Dalia will be working hard to promote adoption and North Central Arkansas during her reign, and will work equally hard 
in Hot Springs to win the title of Miss Arkansas, and also the scholarship money that goes with it, to help her attend law school. 

It’s springtime, and it seems as if everyone is getting “spring fever” and wants to renew, repair, and maybe remodel.  At St. John’s, it 
is no different.  Spring fever is also spreading here.  For example, there has been a lot of cleaning going on: 
· Carpet cleaning is a costly service for the day school.  One parishioner paid for a new steam cleaner so volunteers could clean 
the carpets for the day school rooms.  This will be a significant saving for the day school. 
· A group of women cleaned the commons room (and used the new steam cleaner to clean the purple carpet in the Sunday School 
class rooms.) 
· Others raked, swept, and bagged leaves from the day school court and cleaned the flower beds. 
· A couple men hauled off all the rocks, limbs, leaves, and gravel from the steps next to the ABC building.  (One of the teachers 
remarked that she had no idea there were any steps there!) 
· One person spent several hours cleaning up the resource room at the day school, sorting the classroom supplies so teachers could 
easily access what they needed. 
· Parish hall kitchen needed a new faucet, and a generous parishioner paid for the 
faucet and its installation. 
· One of the most exciting improvements for St. John’s “housekeeping”  agenda 
has been the acquisition of a brand new John Deere riding mower plus a gas powered 
leaf blower.  When Ken Bailey expressed the need for the mower, some very gener-
ous parishioners donated more than enough the  mower, making it possible for Ken 
also to add the blower.  Now Ken just needs volunteers to rotate the mowing through-
out the summer. 
· In addition, the women have continued their prayer ministry.  The women who 
have been knitting prayer shawls have now given out  75 shawls to those who have 
suffered some loss or medical issue, or who have a significant life event to celebrate. 
· The women have also made up Easter gift baskets for the day school teachers to 
show that we value them.  If you would like to contribute to the volunteer work, you 
may be sure that your efforts will be appreciated.  You can ask to be assigned a task, 
or you may choose something that no one else has noticed. 
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    February              Year to Date 
Income    $15,036   $32,553 
Expense                       14,299     28,477 
 
Net Income        $736     $ 4,077 
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YOU ARE INVITED    The 20th Century Club is sponsoring an international dinner on Thursday, 
April 15th in the St. John's Parish Hall.   The four-course dinner will be prepared and catered by 
Lonna Sprenger and served by the 20th Century Club.   The profits from the dinner will go to the 
Episcopal Relief and Development fund and will be designated for the rebuilding of schools in 
Haiti.    Since there is limited seating in the Parish Hall, the tickets must be purchased by April 
11.  Tickets are $25 each and half of it is tax deductible.   To purchase these tickets, you may contact 
Lena Boswell at 365-7410 or Glenna Ragan at 741-7627. 

Congratulations to Glenna Ragan!  
She is honored by  DAR and named to the  
Boone County Women’s Honor Roll! 
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The vestry of St. John's met with Father Ben Helmer of Eureka Springs on Saturday, March 6th from 9:00 
to 12:30.   Father Helmer allowed each member of the vestry to take from three to five minutes to say what 
was on their minds.  The next exercise was entitled "Six months from now I would like to see..."  The fol-
lowing list contains the items the vestry would like to start, help with, and/or see through. 

          l.  Homeless shelter (174 homeless in Harrison.) 

          2.  Help with coalition to aid cornerstone kitchen. 

          3.  April l7 participate in community clean up at Crooked Creek. 

          4.  Additional support from volunteers for Day School. 

          5.  Continued support for Share and Care.         

          6.  Continued physical care of our church. 

          7.  Church rummage sale May 7 and 8. 

          8.  Community Gardens 

          9.  Continue alternate Sunday School with program entitled 12 weeks. 

         10.  At end of 12 weeks, form a group to rewrite St. John's mission statement. 

Father Helmer will return Saturday, April 10th, to speak with individual members of St. John's.  Members 
may call the Senior Warden, Sondra Rabone, to make appointments which will last 30 minutes.  Please call 
Sondra for appointment.   Father Helmer will return again, April 14th, to attend vestry meeting. 
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Parish-Wide 
Rummage Sale 
 
May 7 and 8 
 
Save your “Stuff”  
We need furniture, 
tools, good clothes, etc. 

Sondra Rabone helps with the Spring Cleaning at the Parish 
Hall.  Remember when you do your spring cleaning at home 
to save items for the Rummage Sale! 


