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     May is graduation time. Graduation from kindergarten, 
eighth grade, high school, and college. 
             The first two are fun, celebrated in a time of inno-
cence and the losing of innocence. The last two create mixed emotions. Time to leave the nest 
and fly solo. Tears of joy and tears of pain will be shed publicly and privately. For some parents 
it will be the beginning of the “empty nest” syndrome. For all parents it is a time to acknowledge 
you have raised your young and now they have to spread their wings, fly, there is nothing you 
can do to protect them. They will make their own mistakes and hopefully learn from them. 
             For those entering young adulthood there is challenge, hopes of changing the world, of 
making a difference; going to college filled with fear buried behind a fresh face, the facade you 
show the world; going into the workplace wondering if there will be employment. 
                 Those graduating from college filled with excitement and looking forward to continu-
ing their education and again, concerned as to how the debt of education will be paid. 
              Graduation is a conflicting emotional time for everyone concerned. It is a time of joy 
and rejoicing, and the celebration of an accomplishment.  Those graduating from High school 
are filled with excitement at continuing their education, those graduating from college are ex-
cited about entering the job market and/or continuing their education. 
               Graduates face the world like children, with a sense of awe and wonder and filled with 
the hope of making a change, of making a difference, of doing something important. And they 
will, but they may never know it in their lifetime. Some will go on to greatness in public life. 
Some will rise to the top in private life. Most will be content to stay in the center and remain 
unnoticed as they slowly reshape the world around them. 
            In graduating we learn that we have yet much to learn and, if we have learned that, then 
we are ready to begin to learn. At first it may seem that all that we have learned in school and 
college is of little use in what is referred to as the “real world.” 
               What we never graduate from is our Spiritual Journey. With each graduation we leave 
behind something as St Paul said: When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, 
I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. Now we see but a 
poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall 
know fully, even as I am fully known.  
                  With each graduation we come to grips with the reality that we still have much to 
learn, that questions are better answered with another question; that life is more gray than black 
and white; that seeing life as a bed of roses is wonderful, provided we know how to pick the rose 
and accept the reality of its thorns. 
                  With each birthday, with each anniversary of an occasion, we graduate to a new dis-
covery in life’s journey. As T.S. Eliot wrote:  

We shall not cease from exploration 
And the end of all our exploring 
Will be to arrive where we started 
And know the place for the first time. 

 
Congratulations to all our graduates, God’s blessing on your journey. Keep in touch. 
Séamus 



 
The first week of May is Teacher Appreciation 
Week.  The following poem by an unknown au-
thor says it all: 
 

The Jewel of the Journey 

You are part of a profound change 
In how humans teach each other 
And learn from each other. 
You are part of a profound shift 
Of human consciousness 
About the acts of teaching and learning. 
You are changing the old patterns 
Of giving and receiving knowledge 
So that all teachers, trainers, and 
Learning facilitators will know how to 
Honor their learners, respect their learners, 
And hand the learning back to the learners. 
By dong this, learners will grow 
In knowledge, in wisdom, 
And in action that is meaningful to them. 
Because you have had faith in them, they will 
have faith in themselves. 
Nothing less than this: 
Learners and teachers together, 
Changing and growing together 
Moving toward wisdom together, 
An amazing journey together. 
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Saturday morning, April 24, a group of St. John’s parishioners gathered to do some cleaning at the day 
school.  They shampooed all the classroom carpets and washed all the front windows.  They also scrubbed down 
the painted panels and doors of each classroom.  In addition, they scrubbed up some of the larger toys and 
changing tables.  They worked from 8:30 to lunch time. 

Although it rained almost the whole time they were working, they achieved all the tasks they had 
planned to do (except the painting, which will have to get done another day).  Everyone was very proud of what 
they got accomplished. 

Earlene Veneble, Marty Scheuter, Lena Boswell, Ann Sullivan, Vive Allen, and Martha Ledbetter 
worked at cleaning the windows and other cleaning details in the classrooms.  Father Doyle, Thomas Chase, 
George McGill and Ken Bailey assisted with windows and an assortment of lifting and moving for the women so 
they could shampoo carpets.  Sondra Rabone and Vive Allen did the shampooing.  Mahlon Maris and David 
Thomason spent the previous Saturday pressure washing the concrete and brick sidewalks on the Day School 
Campus. 

Lots of thanks for the hard work of the team.  There is more work to be done for both the day school and 
the parish hall.  Watch for announcements for work days for painting and such. 
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All of us at the Day 
School wish to thank all 
of those who gave so 
that we might have new 
door mats.  They look so 
nice and inviting and 
add to the look of the 
school.  
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 May 16th will be the next UTO ingathering.  If you have been collecting coins in a  “little blue box,” 
bring it to church that Sunday and place it in the red wagon.  If you do not have a blue box, there will be en-
velopes located in the pews to make it easy for you to donate if you wish to do so. 
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 The Church Periodical Club provides grants to individuals, congregations, and other groups to assist 
them in purchasing written and musical resources they could not otherwise afford.  They serve new congrega-
tions, seminarians in other parts of the Anglican Communion, and ministries in the Episcopal Church. 
  CPC Sunday is May 2nd this year.  Please search your heart and be as generous as you possibly can to 
this worthy cause. 

Some exciting things are happening at the columbarium.  Work is under-
way for the beginning of a Memorial Garden for visitors to the columbar-
ium.  The women have selected the pots, and are going to select grasses 
and flowers suitable for them.  This will be an evolving process.  (The 
expense for the pots will be paid out of the columbarium fund. ) Others 
may wish to add to this garden.   In addition, repairs (replacements) are 
being made inside the columbarium.  The side panels on the niches are 
being replaced with true copper, and the niches will be enclosed on all 
sides, not just the sides that are easily visible from the archway.  The 
niches have also been scrubbed down, and when they are enclosed on all 
sides, there will not be the dirt falling in on them.  Many thanks to those 
that are giving their time to do the repairs and create the garden. 
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    March                   Year to Date 
Income    $11,541   $44,094 
Expense               14,258     42,628 
Net Income             -2,717       1,466 
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Are you handy with a paint brush or ladder?  Perhaps you’re looking for a way to give back to the church and are willing to fund a 
project?  Maybe you and your friends are tired of hiking and float trips on Saturday, and you want to have a challenging Saturday? 

Well, the church has many needs, so jump in.  Take a look at the list below, pick out a job and sign your name.  Please return it to the 
church office or place it in the offering plate on Sunday, and get going.  Contact Buzz if you have any questions. 
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________________paint front of parish hall paint 
  front of old sanctuary and 
  handrails  

________________paint overhang in front of day
  school classrooms  

________________clean drain if front of church 

 _______________fix dry wall in entry at corner of 
  bell tower  

_______________repaint inside of columbarium  

_______________redo floor of lower hall of parish 
  hall  

_______________replace bulb in bell tower  

_______________fix tile in abc room    
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Parish-Wide 
Rummage Sale 
 
May 7 and 8 
 
Bring your “Stuff”  
We need furniture, 
tools, good clothes, etc. 

On Thursday night, May 6th, plan to bring your Rum-
mage Sale items to the Parish Hall from 5:30pm on or 
you may bring items on Friday morning, May 
7th.  The sale will open at 1:OOPM on Friday the 
7th.  We will open again Saturday morning, May8th at 
8:30am and close around 1 or 2 pm on Saturday. 
 
So far we have such things as a brand new shower, 
brand new toilet, tools, large metal desk, 3 beds, large 
recliner, dryer, about 20 brand new garbage cans 
(never been used) and we will have clothes and mis-
cellaneous items.     
 
Please plan to come and bring your treasures to sell!  
If you are completely free of junk, come and help set 
up, price, clean up or to buy some treasures for your-
self! 


