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HECTIC. Hectic. Hectic. Ask any pastor or parishioner to describe the month of 
September and that is what you will hear. It’s wonderful. Kids are back to 
school, off to college, searching for employment.  Labor Day is over; Kick off 
Sunday celebration for Sunday school; Youth Programs; training of new aco-
lytes.  People are back in the pews again; those who have hung in all summer; 
those who visited and decided this is their new church home; those who have 
been absent for one reason or another.  It’s like a New Year beginning. 
                  This year we are excited to have two adult programs. On Sunday 
Sept 12th Jewell will kick off with her program on JUDAISM and there will be a 
book study in the Commons room. We will have coffee beginning at 8.30a.m. 
and programs begin at 9.00a.m. 
                 Marge will need a parent to assist her with the Youth Program, which 
will probably be held about 12.30 p.m. so that those who live out of town do not 
have to make the journey back again at 5.00 p.m. Beginning on Sept 19th we 
will have Inquirer’s Class at 6.00 p.m. 
                   If any adults are interested in a Sunday night at the movies on a 
monthly basis, let’s talk about it. Some parishes have had this periodically with 
some success. 
                  September is a good time to consider where to utilize your gifts and 
talents in the church. Would you like to be a Lector, sing in the choir, a Eucha-
ristic Visitor (Bring the Eucharistic elements to someone homebound or in hos-
pital/Nursing home on a monthly basis) or Eucharistic Minister, (Assist the 
priest in the giving out of the Eucharistic elements) an Acolyte, a Greeter, (greet 
the people as they enter the church and hand out the Sunday pamphlets) an Ob-
lationer (bring up the gifts to the altar at the time of the financial collection)? 
                   The more people we have involved in ministries, the easier it is on 
everyone; and it also gives those who are homebound an opportunity to meet 
new members or old members of the church. For those who participate in the 
ministry to the homebound, everything is written down for you to conduct the 
brief service. 
                   September is a time of transition. Hopefully, this year, we will be 
moving into cooler temperatures after a long hot summer. Many are transition-
ing in terms of educational/employment/retirement opportunities. Transitions 
challenge us in terms of spirituality as we grow in a new understanding of God 
in our lives. In the midst of this hectic time, let us take a deep breath; breathe in 
and out slowly; experience the presence of God within and around you and all 
will be well. A hectic time permits us to work on growth and patience. 
  Peace and blessings for a new season. 
Séamus 
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“When we are in partnership and we have stopped clutching each other’s throats, when we have stopped enslav-
ing each other, we will stand together, hands clasped, and be friends.  We will be comrades.  We will be brothers 
and we will begin the march to the grandest civilization the human race has ever known.”  Eugene Debs 
 
Because of partnerships, I truly believe the Day School is entering a rich period of   history.  We have a cher-
ished partnership with the church that has greatly improved our image both inside and out.  We have a partner-
ship with the OUR educational cooperative that gives us the opportunity to have an ABC classroom that meets 
the needs of a large segment of our population that has previously been underserved.  We have a local early 
childhood organization that provides us with opportunities to share ideas and concerns with other childcare cen-
ters as well as giving us opportunities for professional development.  In the last year, we partnered with the Jun-
ior Auxiliary during Arkansas Children’s week for a fun-filled day of games and instruction on the banks of 
Lake Harrison.  This past year the city has shared a street sweeper with the children.  The fire department has 
shared its truck and the hospital has shared an ambulance.  Last week we had the opportunity to partner with the 
Ozark Arts Council and the Theatre Company as Willy Wonka came to visit the children. 
We are truly grateful for all of these experiences that have enriched ours and the children’s lives.  None of these 
would be possible if it weren’t for the partnerships we are making within our community. 
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Dear Members of St. John's: 

When you walk out to visit the Columbarium or the Day School, you will see a new addition to St. 
John's.  A new meditation garden, with beautiful plants weaving around a Japanese Maple, our St. 
Francis statue, and a park bench are there for all to enjoy.    This project came about because I was in-
terested in doing an Eagle Scout Project that would benefit St. John's.  A lot of people helped with this 
project.  I want to say a sincere thank you very much to all of you.  I particularly want to thank Sondra 
Rabone for reading my proposal and suggesting that I take it to the Vestry.  I am grateful to the Vestry 
for approving the project.  Kay Maris, Sondra Rabone, Cyndi Thomason, Marty Scheuter, Earlene 
Venable and Lena Boswell provided valuable advice, ideas, and suggestions for the garden.  Cyndi 
shopped for the best plants for the project, and purchased them with the funds donated for the Gar-
den.  Earlene and my mom traveled to Branson to purchase the Garden Bench I thought would be nice 
in the garden.   There were so many people involved in so many ways.  Thank you to all the wonderful 
people of St. John's who supported this project with donations.  You are so generous, and I appreciate it 
a lot.   When a scout does an Eagle Project, it must benefit his church or community, be permanent, and 
involve a lot of people.  The Garden was completed on July 24 with the help of St. John's Parishioners, 
members of Troop 60, Crew 38, and Troop 150 
(Leslie).   My role was to plan the project, organize it, 
complete it.    In doing the Eagle project, I learned a lot 
about being a leader.  I had to know who was best for 
which part of the project, see when they needed breaks, 
as well as be prepared for unexpected things to hap-
pen.  I needed to use my leadership abilities.    When I 
look at the garden now, I feel a sense of accomplish-
ment.  I am glad to have a pretty garden for people to 
enjoy, and to know that I did something for St. John's 
which will bring other people happiness for a long 
time.  Thank you for giving me this opportunity.    

Sincerely,   ``````````````````Declan Doyle 
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       July                Year to Date 
Income    $11,361   $102,081 
Expense                14,057       99,224 
Net Income           $ -2,696                   $    2,857 
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ST. JOHN’S ANNUAL FALL NUT SALE 
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Please return your order forms by September 30, 2010 with your money. 

Make checks out to St. John’s Episcopal Church and write nuts on the memo line. 

 

All bags contain one pound of nuts. 

 

Have you asked your friends, relatives & co-workers  if they would like to order some nuts?  We have in cluded 

two order forms attached to the newsletter so that you will have one to share.  We really appreciate t he orders.   

newsletter. 

 

Thank you so much for helping make our sale a success! 
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The 2011 calendars have arrived. 

They are available in the Narthex 

of the Church for $2.50 


