Sermon, Fourth Sunday of Pentecost, Proper 7, June 20. 2010
1 Kings 19L1-15a, Psalm 42, Galatians 3:23-29, Luke 8:26-39

The Rev. Dr. Seamus P. Doyle.

Where is your God?
There is much talk these days about being “spiritual” rather than being “religious.” There are many who no longer feel the need to attend church with the exception of Baptism, Confirmation, Wedding and Burial. Those who consider themselves spiritual more than religious have lost faith in the ritual of church, and probably for a very good reason. Some of our churches have forgotten what ritual is all about and others worship ritual to the expense of the divine presence.

             Whether or not we attend church the question asked by the psalmist is still a valid one: “Where is your God?”  In other words, “Where do you find God?”  “How does God communicate with you?”  “If you believe in God how does it manifest itself in your life?”   

                Church is about worshipping God, about finding God in community, about deepening our commitment to all of humanity and the social/political/financial/health issues that are involved with that sense of family intimacy. On a wall of my office I have three definitions of Church that help me focus on what Church is all about.

                  The first one comes from Martin Luther King’s book, Strength to Love.  In it he wrote that: “The Church must be reminded that it is not the master or the servant of the state, but rather the conscience of the state, and never its tool. If the church does not recapture its prophetic zeal, it will become an irrelevant social club without moral or spiritual authority.”

               The second definition of Church comes from Verna Dozier’s book, The Dream of God, in which she writes: “The Church is the people of God. It takes two forms, the church gathered and the church scattered. We gather to break bread as a community, to hear our story, and to recommit ourselves to the dream of God. We scatter to live that dream. It is the task of the Church, the people of God, to minister within the structures of society. It is the role of the church, the institution, to support that ministry.”

                The third definition of church I have was found more by accident than design. I was visiting a convent and while in the sitting room I flipped through a magazine and found this definition by Sr. Catherine McCauley, founder of the Sisters of Mercy in 
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Dublin, Ireland. According to McCauley, “The role of the church is to connect the rich to the poor, the healthy to the sick, the educated to the uninstructed, the influential to those of no consequence. The powerful to the weak, to do the work of God on earth.”

           Each of those understandings of church were strengthened by where the individual found God. McCauley grew up in Ireland at the turn of the nineteenth century. She was born into a wealthy family where her mother threw dinner parties for her wealthy friends while, on Sunday morning, her father threw a lawn party for all the poor he could find and Catherine was in the midst of them playing with the children. Unfortunately, with the death of her father and, later on, her mother, Catherine understood and felt poverty. She went to live with a family of some means but still found herself working with the priest of the parish with the poor. Eventually Catherine went on to found the Sisters of Mercy.

From her life’s experience Catherine McCauley saw her wealthy father connect with the poor in a very real way; she saw the healthy connected to the sick; the educated to the uninstructed; the influential, to those of no consequence, and the powerful to the weak. It was in this forum that she experienced the presence of God and out of this context and experience of God she began to understand the role of the Church and how the Church as an institution and, the Church as the people of God, were to make the church the visible sign of God on earth. 









Verna Dozier was a third generation Washingtonian. IN her formative years she was a member of the 19th Street Baptist Church where her family had been life long members.  Her family was poor: Her father worked two jobs to make ends meet. Be that as it my, his daughters, Lois and Verna had a nightly ritual of reading from the only two books they possessed; the bible and Shakespeare. Verna graduated from Howard University with a Masters degree in Literature and became a teacher. After she retired she turned her attention to the Bible and bible study. By this time she had become a member of the Episcopal Church. She was the first black member of St. Mark’s church when it was not as yet ready for integration. She stayed there for forty-five years and became a legend.  
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In 1998 she was honored with a stained glass window depicting herself, her sister and the Prophet Amos, the champion of social justice. Bishop John Bryson Chane, Bishop of Washington, said she was, “without a doubt one of the most creative thinkers in the 20th century church.” Bishop Jane Dixon, the first Black Bishop in the Episcopal said of Dixon, “She saw the ministry of the laity as critical for the life and fulfillment of the church….She was never in awe of clergy – not with bishops or anyone else. She just saw them as people with another role to fulfill.”  Her book, The Dream of God, claims that the institutional church has fallen short of the dream of God. It reminds Christians that they are not called to worship Jesus, but to follow him.” And follow Jesus she did.                 .         

         She once wrote: If I believe that there is a loving God, who has created me and wants me to be a part of a people who will carry the good news of the love of that God to the world, what difference does it make when I go to my office at 9 o'clock Monday morning? What difference does it make in my office that I believe there is a loving God, that God loves me, and that God loves all human beings exactly as God loves me? What different kinds of decisions do I make? What am I called to do in that office?” For Dozier the question always was this: “Do you want to follow Jesus or are you content just to worship him.” Having found God in the bible she found in the bible a road map for living her life and teaching it to others. 

           On October 14, 1964, King became the youngest recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize, which was awarded to him for leading non-violent resistance to racial prejudice in the United States. King was the son of a Baptist Minister. He skipped both the ninth and the twelfth grade and wen ton to obtain a Batcherlor’s degree in sociology, and one in Divinity and, later on, a Ph.D. from Boston University where he came under the influence of Howard Thurman, a classmate of his father and the first Black Dean of Marsh Chapel at Boston University. Thurman had spent some time with Mahatma Ghandi in India and instilled in some of his students the concept of non-violence.
             With help from the American Friends Service Committee, King visited Gandhi's birthplace in India in 1959. He was deeply affected by the trip as it gave him a deeper understanding of non-violent resistance and his commitment to the struggle for civil 
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rights. Prior to leaving India King made a radion address in which he said: "Since being in India, I am more convinced than ever before that the method of nonviolent resistance is the most potent weapon available to oppressed people in their struggle for justice and human dignity. In a real sense, Mahatma Gandhi embodied in his life certain universal 

principles that are inherent in the moral structure of the universe, and these principles are as inescapable as the law of gravitation." 

             The question, “Where is your God?” is an important question.  Is God in a closet for my personal piety? Is God only in the church where I worship him on Sunday Morning? Is God to be found anywhere and everywhere and if so then what is my response to finding God in everyone and every thing? How do I treat the land on which I walk; the people I meet on the street; those who differ from me; those whom I consider to be my “enemy” instead of my spiritual brother and sister.


When we answer the question “Where is your God” we are not answering a question about a geographical location but rather defining how we understand God and, as a result of this understanding, how we live our lives in relationship to the world around us.                  

        In his book Glorious Companions, Richard Schmidt, an Episcopal priest and editor of DAY By DAY, outlines five centuries of Anglican Spirituality through the lives of individuals from Thomas Cranmer to Desmond Tutu and including people like Madeleine L’Engle, C.S. Lewis, Vida Dutton Scudder and Roland Allen. In these stories of men and women, priests, bishops and laity, we see how these people found God and how that relationship focused and refocused their lives. 

             In describing the prophets, good and bad, Jesus said, By their fruit you will recognize them.  Reading the lives of these exemplary individuals we discover where their God is through how they lived their lives. This morning we too are challenged by the question of the psalmist and we have to answer “Where is your God?”  How does our life reflect our relationship with God?  
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Festo Kivengere  (pronounced Ki VEN-ge-re). An East African evangelist tells this story; One day a little girl sat watching her mother working in the kitchen. She asked her mummy, “What does God do all daylong?” For a while her mother was stumped, but then she said, “Darling, I’ll tell you what God does all day long. He spends his whole day mending broken things.”  

           It is when we acknowledge our brokenness, when we come to grips with our sense of powerlessness, that we discover where our God is and from that point, like the man possessed and then cured by Jesus, we can go and tell the good news of what God has done for us.

